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A BRITISH BASEBALL FANZINE

In the competitive cut and thrust world of magazine publishing, all
tup often a bright idea can come to sudden end. For those of us
familiar with the British Baseball scene, there are memories of the
shortlived Baseball UK magazine, and more recently Baseball Times,
which had a much heavier American Major lLeague content.

When this latter title disappeared into a new hybrid - ‘'Anglo
American Sports ', it became exactly the kind of magazine most
people wouldn't buy. Baseball fanatics would probably regard the
ice hockey, basketball and gridiron as a waste of printer’s ink,
whilzt fans of those three sports would probably take an equally
disparaging view of baseball.

So, perbhaps, it should come as no surprise to find that Anglo
dmerican Sports has gone under, leaving just Transatlantic Baseball
¥ews and Review as the main organ of the sport in this country.
However, there are encouraging signs, with the emergence of a new
project, undertaken by Kevin McAdam, to produce a new monthly
publication dedicated toc baseball in Britain, and that does XNOT
mean =olely the BBF,

As editor of a much smaller, and deliberately low-key, publication,
I wish nhim the wvery best of luck, but it is a cut-throat and
expensive business out there, and even well researched, well
written publications in far more popular UK sparts, such as soccer,
have disappeared, simply through trying to be the best and most
widely circulated magazine too quickly., So take care, Kevin !

If you have news, comments, ideas, articles, anything you think
would be of interest f{o Kevin, he can be contacted at 66 Belvedere
Road, Hescle, Nth Humberside, HU13 9JJ, Tel (482 643551,

I have a number of c¢oples of the new summer issue of Transatlantic
Baseball News & Review for sale, cover price of £1.75, so either,
write, phane, or if you see me at a game, (the balding geezer over
thers !) ask me for your copy. It contalns a number of interesting
articles on the UK game and is well worth reading.
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REPORIS & SCORES Sunday 16th Auguct
LONDON WARRIGRS
AT CROYDON BLUE JAYS GAME ONE
London Warriors ab r b rbilCroydon Blue Jays ab r h rbi
Bloomfield, c¢ 4 1 2 QlLawson, cf 3 0 1 0
Murphy, 1f 3 2 1 0} Sabkker, rf 4 1 2 1
Heidecker, 2b 3 2 2 ltHarringteon, Lf 2 1 1 ¢
Brown, ss 3 1 2 2l ¥alker, ¢ 2 ¢ 1 1
Dodwell, cf 3 1 2 1l Heather, 1b 3 0 0 0
Smith, p 2 0 0 0l Stankovits, 2b 3 0 0 ¢
De Ward, 3b 2 0 1 . 1liHcCloud, 3b 3 0 0 0
Gaddes, rf 48 0 0 OlRolls, =3 2 0 1 0
Smulders, 1b 4 ¢ 0 oOllaing, p 2 1 0 90
| Marciana, 1f 2.0 1 0]
Totals 28 7 10 __ 51  Totals 273 7 2z
London Warriors 002 032 0 -7
Croydon Blue Jays 000 120 ¢ -3
Landon IP H R ER BB S0
Smith 7 7 3 2 1 0
Croyden IP H R ER BB S0
Laing 710 7 4 6 1

E - Smith, Pe VWard, Marciano, Stankovits, Ralls, Laing. LOE -
London 9, Croydon 7. 2B -~ Brown. SB - Bloomfield, Brown. CS -
Heidecker, Dodwell, Lawson

LONDON WARRIORS

AT CROYDOX BLUE JAYS GAME_TW(Q

London Warriors ab r h rbilCroydon Blue Jays ab r h rbi
Bloamfield, ¢ 6 3 3 21 Lawson, cf 4 1 1 0
Murphy, rf g 2 1 I{Marciano, 1f 3 0 0 0
Heidecker, 2b 5 3 2 21 5ahker, rf 3 ¢ 1 o
Brown, p 5 3 3 3tWalker, c 2 0 0 0
Dodwell, cf 6 5 2 1tHeather, p 2 0 1 0
Smith, 1b 5 3 3 l1Stankovit=s, 2b-1b 2 0 0 0
Geddes, =3 5 1 2 31 MzCloud, 3b 2 0 0 Y.
De Ward, 3b 6 1 2 11Rolls., Bs 2 0 0 0
Smulders, 1f 4 2 1 ItLaing, 1b 2 0 0 0
| ¥oolcott, 2b e 1 0

Totals 47 23 19 151 Totals 25 1 _4 Q
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London Warriors 520 098 1 -23
Croydon Blue Jays 100 €00 0- 1
London IP H R ER BB 80
Brown 7 4 1 1 313
Croydon IP H R ER BB 30
Heather 7192312 7 3

E ~ Geddes, Walker, Stankovits 3, McCloud 4, Rolls. LOB - London
11, Croyden 6. 2B - Bloomfield, Brown 2, 3B - Murphy. 5B -
Eloomfield, Brown, Dodwell, Smulders. WP - Brown, Heather 4. HEP
~ By Heather {(Smulders). PB - Londor 2.

(Statistics courtesy of Stephen Draper - Croydon Blue Jays)

The defeat the previocus week by the Cambridge Knights had been
described as Blue Jays worst for two years, so to find that result
eclipsed the very next week must have been disheartening. Playing
without thelr wsual starting pitcher, Keith Wilesmith, game one was
handled by Norman Laing, pitching his first competitive innings for
two years, and only Justin Brown managed any kind of sizeable hit
off him, with a double in the 3rd inning.

Game Two was entirely different, the hapless Jamie Heather being
hit all over the park, whilst Justin Brown's pitching conceeded just
four hits, leaving & Blue Jays batters with no hits for that game,
and three with no hits on the day ! Warriors, missiang Darrin Ward,
through injury, and Harry Atwood on vacation, cruised through the
second game for a massive 23-1 victeory.

Sunday 23rd August

| 112131415161 7IRl  Game Two ] 1617
Birmingham DevilsiQICIlI0LOI0I213] fQIOIQIQ111011t2]
London ¥arriors _IQIQIQIDI0GION0] 310l0H110210! 4t

For only the second time this season, Varriors were shut out, as
Devils collected a well earned 3-0 victory in game one of this
double-header at PRarnes.

Warriors could, perhaps, feel unfortunate, in so much as almost
every inning finished with men left on base, and that by the fop of
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the seventh, the only score had come as the result of the only
overthrow of the day. However, in the top of the seventh, Devil'z
showed that they had what it takes to score fraom their own
efforts, and a well struck single, with the bases loaded, brought in
the second run of the day.

Finally, a Martinez wild pitch allowed the third and final run, and
the realisation it was a shut-out wvictory, bdbrought whoops nf-
delight at the close of the seventh inning.

Game Two started in an entirely differeat way. Perhape frustrated
with the amount of time he had spent camped on third base in the
first game, Alan Bloomfield started Warriors off in the best
possible way, belting a solo homer to centrefisid.

Then, as had been so in the first game, the slightest mistake was
punished. Alan Smith struck a grounder to the pitcher. Perhaps
surprised at the way it bounced into his glove, the pitcher drapped
the ball, and in his panic missed the throw, allowing Alan Smith to
second, and Alan Bloomfield and Justin Brown to score.

Another error in the fourth, when an Oliver Heidecker rain-maker
was dropped, allowed Alan Bleoomfield home again tc put Warriors
four clear, but Devils replied immediately with a run of their own
in the fifth, and a sweetly struck double in the seventh.

Pritchett Construction National League Standings 22/8/092
¥n Lt Pecnt G.B
Enfield Spartans 17 2 .89% -
London Varriors 15 3 .833 1%
Cambridge Knights 11 & .579 &
Birmingham Devils g 9 .500 B
Croydon Blue Jays 9 11 .450 8%
Essex Fagles 3 15 . 167 13%
Reading Bulldogs 2 18 .100 15%
All contributions to LINEDRIVE ! are most welcome and should be

addressed to -
PHIL ROSS, FLAT 2 THANESCROFT, SELBORNE ROAD, CROYDON, CRO SJ@












